Kidz Campus Volunteer Information & Orientation Form
Building Bright Futures Together

Volunteer Information
Name: ____________________________ Phone: _______________________
Email: ____________________________ Emergency Contact: __________________
Relationship: ______________________ Availability: _______________________

Welcome to Kidz Campus!
At Kidz Campus, we are thrilled to welcome volunteers who share our mission to nurture children in a safe, inclusive, and developmentally appropriate environment. Volunteers play a meaningful role in supporting our classrooms, events, and community outreach while modeling positive relationships and respect for all children and families.
Please remember:
· Volunteers are always under staff supervision.
· Confidentiality is essential. Discussions about children or families must remain private.
· Positive, kind, and professional interactions are expected at all times.
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion at Kidz Campus
We celebrate the individuality of every child and family. Diversity and inclusion are woven into everything we do.
· We value each child’s cultural background, language, and traditions.
· Our classrooms feature materials and visuals that reflect all families and communities.
· We respect all family structures, identities, and abilities.
· Volunteers are expected to model kindness, empathy, and respect for everyone.
Our Philosophy at Kidz Campus
Developmentally Appropriate Practice (DAP)
At Kidz Campus, we believe children learn best through hands-on play, exploration, and meaningful relationships. Our staff and volunteers use the principles of Developmentally Appropriate Practice (DAP) to ensure every child is supported as an individual learner.
The 3 Core Considerations of DAP
These three areas guide all decisions in our early childhood classrooms:
1. Commonality
What is known about child development and learning for children of a certain age?
Example: Most 4-year-olds need opportunities for active play to build gross motor skills.
2. Individuality
What is known about this specific child—their personality, strengths, abilities, and experiences?
Example: One child at age 4 may be an avid reader, while another prefers to build with blocks.
3. Context
What is known about the child’s social and cultural background?
Example: A child’s family life, home language, and culture influence how they learn and interact.

The 6 Key Guidelines for Implementing DAP
	Guideline
	What It Looks Like in Practice

	Create a caring community of learners
	Build warm, respectful relationships with and among children and families.

	Partner with families
	Engage in positive, two-way communication and connect with the broader community.

	Observe and assess development
	Observe and document learning to inform strategies and goals.

	Teach to enhance development and learning
	Use intentional instruction that meets children where they are developmentally.

	Plan and implement an engaging curriculum
	Create curriculum based on children’s interests, needs, and developmental goals.

	Demonstrate professionalism
	Commit to ethics, reflection, and lifelong learning.



10 Effective DAP Teaching Strategies
At Kidz Campus, our educators and volunteers use these strategies to help children thrive:
· Acknowledge and encourage: Recognize children’s efforts and persistence.
· Provide specific feedback: Offer concrete feedback instead of generic praise.
· Model approaches to problems: Demonstrate problem-solving instead of giving answers.
· Demonstrate correct ways: Show, when necessary, how to perform a task safely and effectively.
· Create or add challenge: Keep activities engaging by introducing new levels of difficulty.
· Ask questions to provoke thinking: Use open-ended questions to encourage creativity and reasoning.
· Offer assistance at the edge of competence: Provide support when a task is slightly beyond a child’s ability.
· Provide information: Share facts and vocabulary to expand knowledge.
· Give clear directions: Communicate instructions simply and clearly.
· Support play: Foster a rich play environment that builds social, cognitive, and language skills.

Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion at Kidz Campus
We celebrate the individuality of every child and family. Diversity and inclusion are woven into everything we do.
· We value each child’s cultural background, language, and traditions.
· Our classrooms feature materials and visuals that reflect all families and communities.
· We respect all family structures, identities, and abilities.
· Volunteers are expected to model kindness, empathy, and respect for everyone.

Acknowledgment:
☐ I understand and agree to follow Kidz Campus volunteer policies.
Signature: ___________________________ Date: _____________


